WFV Tuesday 6th January 2009 New Year Walk Ilkley and Addingham 

Thirteen people enjoyed the annual New Year’s walk around Ilkley and Addingham led by Donald. It was a cold, bright day which made quite a change from previous New Year walks. Brian 
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WFV Tuesday 13 January 2009 New Year Social YMCA Little Horton Lane 
All enjoyed the New Year social at the YMCA with its offerings of food, photos, quiz and a look ahead at another Bees year. We have another quiz winner in our midst Stuart who has displaced Donald as the Brain of Bees. Who will it be next year I wonder? Margaret 
WFV Tuesday 3rd February 2009 Pugney's and Sandal Castle. 
Sandal Castle, Feb 09 Our visit to Pugney's and Sandal Castle was blessed with fine but cold weather. We saw about 30 different bird species even though many of the lakes were frozen. The views from Sandal Castle were spectacular. Hazel catkins were blooming. Joan 
WFV Tuesday 17 February 2009 Knaresborough - Nidd Gorge Geology Trail 
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Knaresborough Feb 09.This was a geology walk conducted in mild weather involving a party of 21 people. The conditions were muddy under foot. We enjoyed our walk beside the River Nidd examining the rock formation of the Permian / Carboniferous rocks on the way. Knaresborough is picturesque at all times. We enjoyed drinks in the open air at the end of the walk in the vicinity of the viaduct, a reminder of Switzerland. Margaret 
WFV Tuesday 3 March 2009 Clumber Park Nottinghamshire 

Clumber Park, March 09 Our group of 16 enjoyed the varied landscape of Clumber Park, Nottinghamshire.  Among the 33 bird species recorded were greater spotted woodpecker, redpoll, willow tit, goosander and grey lag goose. We enjoyed the exhibition showing the work on the park also the parks use in war time. A repeat visit was suggested. 

Margaret   
WFV Tuesday 17 March 2009 Tuesday National Coal Mining Museum/ Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
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 The Mask, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Feb 09 Hi every one, a short report in case this, my first attempt at a blog, fails! After a break of a couple of trips necessitated by an antipodean adventure, I joined this week's field trip to South Yorkshire.  The varied options of the visits meant that the trip was much more fragmented than usual but we had an enjoyable day with half the party descending to the depths of the coal mine whilst the others stayed on the surface. 

At Bretton we wandered off in small groups and I had the pleasure of Donald's company for most of our time there.  Bird life was not plentiful, but we did manage singing song thrush, goosander, great crested grebe, singing nuthatch and kingfisher together with the usual suspects. 

Joan had spotted Wall Rue and Slender Speedwell before I lost her and Donald pointed out Maidenhair Spleenwort and corrected my identification of Winter Heliotrope (Petasites fragrans) to that of White Butterbur (P. albus) - at least I got the P. right! Hope that this blog works - I look forward to some more blogs from other members. Stuart 
WFV Tuesday 31st March 2009 Ledsham and Fairburn Ings. 
 A Nice Place to Live, Ledsham/Fairburn Ings, Mar 09 Gillian & Stuart led this week's trip when 14 members enjoyed a lovely day out when we walked from Ledsham over the fields to RSPB Fairburn Ings, passing a wood with more violets (sweet and early dog) than Joan has ever seen in her life (that really is saying something!) and then we returned by a different field route which passed through a wood with a remarkable display of wood anemones and where the first bluebells of Spring were just showing flower.  A record total of 52 bird species was seen or heard and 36 plant species were recorded as well as comma and orange tip butterfly.  Most of us enjoyed a refreshing drink at the Chequers Inn (who had very kindly allowed us to park our (new) minibus in their car park) before returning to Bradford.  Watch out for some lovely photos of willow tits taken by Sue who will try to post them on this blog. Stuart 

WFV Tuesday 7th April 2009 Sizergh Castle & Gardens. 

[image: image4.jpg]


 Daffodils at Sizergh -Joan Dobson led a full complement of 20 members to Sizergh where we enjoyed a bright, blustery day when the showers that were about fell elsewhere.  The location allowed the option of anything between a leisurely stroll through the gardens and castle and a decent walk over the fells but it wasn't necessary to walk too far to get spectacular views over Morecambe Bay, with Arnside Knot and viaduct prominent, the mountains of the Lakes and Ingleborough which all gave excellent views.  The wind kept the bird count low this week, but we did manage to record 35 species in the day, with perhaps close-up views of a pair of buzzards being the highlight.  No hawfinches were spotted and we're beginning to think that this bird must be related to the Yeti - does anyone know anyone that's seen one??   Flowers and ferns totaled 33 with the highlights being brown-backed fern (but see note in comments!) and moschatel (our inexperienced recorder had the former down on the bird list as a brown-backed tern until he was told that such a bird doesn't exist!).  BEES is working hard on the second E of the acronym (for educational) but obviously has some way yet to go! Stuart 
WFV Tuesday 21st April 2009 West Tanfield, Nosterfield & Marfield Wetlands  

. 

[image: image5.jpg]


 Star of Bethlehem We were blessed with superb weather again this week when Margaret Rees led 18 members on a varied day out.  We started at West Tanfield where yellow star of Bethlehem was found amongst many other species on the river bank as we listened to a blackcap singing away.  We then decamped to Nosterfield for a brief visit to the superb bird hide where avocets were the star attraction.  We were serenaded by another blackcap as we ate our lunch at the Tarmac site at Nosterfield before progressing to Marfield Wetlands, situated on the Middleham road out of Masham which was a new destination for the group.  Here we had a pleasant 3km walk round the site where Mute swans, greylag geese and great crested grebe were all seen sitting on nests.  The day was rounded off with a short refreshment stop in Masham before we headed off back to Bradford.  A total of 46 bird species was recorded as well as 134 plants, 70 of which were in flower. 

Stuart 
WFV Tuesday 28th April 2009 Shelf and Local Woodlands  . 
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 Bluebells in Judy Woods, courtesy of Friends of Judy Woods web site. Brian Ellis and Stuart Tordoff led this week's walk which was local for a change and covered a strenuous circular 5 miles from Shelf via Norwood Green.  Starting at the car park at Bridle Stile we set off down the Calderdale Way to Sun Wood to admire the bluebells.  We then headed back through Shelf Woods to Woodside and lunched in Royds Hall Great Wood which overlooks Jagger Park Wood.  The way was then to Horse Close Bridge (aka Judy Bridge) and Low Wood before climbing to Norwood Green and a short stop at the Wayfarers seats before we returned to Shelf past Ox Heys and North Wood down the 108 steps and past Dean House. In the absence of Donald, our chief recorder, the bird count was low this week and we struggled to get to 30 species but Joan recorded 65 plants and ferns in flower and we did learn something of the history and the geology of the area. 

The forecast rain did not arrive until we had finished our walk which was undertaken by 14 members this week who all seemed to enjoy the day. Stuart 
WFV Tuesday 5th May 2009 Cattal (Aubert Ings) & Staveley Nature Reserve 
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 There are about 200 varieties of dandelion, some of them quite beautiful like this one captured at Staveley today. Joan Dobson and Sue Zajaczkowska led this week's superbly organised outing to Nidderdale which a record number of 22 members enjoyed. Again we seemed to be lucky with the weather as we headed east away from the Pennine cloud and rain. 

The large attendance meant that we needed to take two minibuses - a first for the group.  Some older members did find entry into and egress from the new minibus somewhat vertiginously challenging but this did not seem to spoil their day. 

At Cattal we recorded 24 plants in flower, the stars being wild tulips (which unfortunately had mostly gone over*) and early purple orchids.  The highlight for the birders was the group's first sighting this year of swifts as ten or a dozen streezhed** their way around the site. 

Staveley produced another first -the group's first recording of rats feeding underneath the bird feeders - very healthy they looked, too!  52 plants were in flower and reed buntings and sedge warblers, amongst many others, sang to us and their intended.  Sue was disappointed that some birds which she had seen on her recce the day before did not show, but not all species take kindly to having their space invaded by 22 bodies! 

Total bird sightings for the day were 41. 

* Gone over - botanical name for 'died' 

** Streezhing - Tordoff name for the call of swifts from the superbly onomatopoeic Russian name for a swift - Streezh 

Stuart 
WFV Tuesday 12th May 2009 Upper Teesdale 

[image: image8.jpg]


Upper Teesdale, Spring Gentian season's extended day out took us to Upper Teesdale where a fine blustery (make that windy!) day allowed ample time to explore the areas of Moor House National Nature Reserve, which included Cow Green Reservoir and Cauldron Snout, and the High Force area.  The altitude (1500ft) meant that most plants were not inclined to put their heads too far above the ground and so some flower recognition was not easy. The wind and the altitude meant also that bird species were limited, but the botanists were especially thrilled with sightings of spring gentian, bird's eye primrose, mountain pansy and moonwort whilst the ornithologically inclined members were over the moon with sightings of a pair of ring ouzels and even more excited when the nest was observed with the female in residence.  The juniper area produced woodcock with young and a fly-past by goosander and RAF Hercules.  Total bird sightings was 36, which considering the altitude and the wind was very good, whilst 46 flowering plants and 7 ferns were recorded. 

The day was rounded off with dinner at the Good Beer Guide listed Langdon Beck Hotel, where the Black Sheep was on good form before we returned to Bradford as the clock entered the last hour of an enjoyable day. 

The full minibus trip was superbly organised once again by Joan Dobson and Eric Beety. 

Please look in the wfv gallery for other photos of the day. Stuart

WFV, Tuesday 19th May 3 2009 Rother Valley Country Park. 
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Great Crested Grebe on nest .We were one person short of a full minibus for our visit to the Rother Valley Country Park led by Donald Lightowler. Closure of part of the M62 required that we take the scenic route to our destination. Our walk started along the River Rother where we observed grey wagtails feeding young. The vertical banks of this section of river betrayed its canalisation. The showers were interspersed with welcome, fleeting glimpses of sunshine. We were pleased to note the first damselfly sighting of 2009, possibly a common blue damselfly. After negotiating the path between the lagoon and the fishing lake we stopped for lunch despite the rain. The showers gave way to more persistent and increasingly heavy rain, and our resolve was fading. We headed back to the visitor centre and sought refuge in the café. Many of us were wet through and after leaving the café, the general consensus was to depart earlier than planned. 68 plants in flower were recorded. Our bird tally of 30 would no doubt have been higher if we had explored the woodland area as planned. A highlight for me was seeing a great-crested grebe on a nest.   

Sue (understudy to Stuart our regular, more eloquent blogger!) 
WFV Tuesday 2nd June 2009 Scar Close National Nature Reserve, Chapel-le-Dale.  
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 Green-veined white butterfly on lady's smock. A full minibus conveyed us to the foothills of Ingleborough on a glorious summer's day for today's outing organised very thoroughly as usual by Margaret Rees. Surprisingly, the landlady at the Hill Inn was not keen for us to park the minibus in her car park but after assuring her that we would definitely return to buy some drinks from her, Margaret convinced her to allow us access. The mixed environment of Scar Close which comprises limestone, acidic soil and some marshy areas provides habitats for a diverse range of plants. Exactly 90 species of flowering flowers and ferns were recorded, the highlights of which were baneberry, butterwort, lily of the valley, globe flower, lesser meadow rue, bird's eye primrose, creeping willow, marsh valerian, marsh lousewort and green spleenwort. The tree-sparse habitat does not encourage bird life and few species were recorded, but we were entertained throughout our stay by the delightful singing of willow warblers and skylarks. Butterflies were also thin on the ground with none of the current influx of painted ladies (which one member had seen on the summit of Ingleborough only a few days before) evident. We did spot green-veined whites and Sue took a lovely photo of one which hopefully she will add to this blog. After refreshing ourselves, true to our word, at the Hill Inn we proceeded back to Bradford on a circuitous route via the YWT reserve at Globe Flower Wood where the globe flowers were in full bloom and where we also recorded melancholy thistle and wood cranesbill. An optional toilet/ice cream stop was afforded in Malham (with more opting for ice cream rather than toilets - it was a hot day!) before we finally returned to Bradford after 6de another very successful day. Stuart 

WFV Tuesday 9th June 2009 Otley Wetlands & Sun Lane Nature Reserve 
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 Otley Wetlands, banded demoiselle. We spent the morning at Otley Wetlands, a private site extremely well managed by Wharfedale Nats, where Neville and his wife pointed out the special features of the site. We saw many different plants and birds together with evidence of otters, which are regularly about by very rarely seen, and an enormous amount of damselflies. In Joan's absence, Alice recorded a total of 73 flowering plants. The forecast rain fortunately did not materialise and we enjoyed a very pleasant afternoon having a guided tour of Sun Lane Nature Reserve, Burley-in-Wharfedale, also managed by Wharfedale Nats, with Anne. This reserve is also very well managed and has a very active support group - quite local and well worth a visit if you didn't make this trip. Because soil was imported from different sites when the old village tip was reclaimed, the reserve has a wide variety of different interesting plants. We added a few birds to our list and saw lots more damselflies! Total flower count here was 120 and the total bird count for the day 36. Marilyn Barber and Brian Ellis led this week's trip which was enjoyed by 16 members. 
View more photos from the day in the wfv gallery. Stuart 
  WFV Tuesday 16th June 2009 Moses Gate Country Park  
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 Moses Gate   Another Tuesday, another fine day, and the return of Joan Dobson from holiday to lea d a full minibus on a visit to Moses Gate Country Park near Bolton. The first plant of the day, and a first for BEES, was an en route tour of Bolton's recycling plant when our navigator got his radar wrong but that didn't delay our arrival by too many minutes.  A surprisingly well reclaimed industrial site of 750 acres is the habitat for much wildlife and includes the SSSI site of Nob End which produced a great variety of plants and birds.  We recorded four species of orchid (including early marsh which we didn't record last week) in a total of 112 flowering plants (not including the helleborines which were still only in bud) with perhaps the highlights being skullcap and blue-eyed grass.  The habitat was particularly good for warblers and four of these these contributed to a total of 33 birds including cuckoo and yellowhammer - good records as both are scarcer this year.  An accident on the motorway somewhat delayed our return but it was a happy minibus that returned to Bradford after a full and very pleasant day's outing. Stuart 

  
WFV Tuesday 23 June 2009 Warton Crag  
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High brown fritillary butterfly. Eric Beety led this week's outing to Warton Crag, Silverdale, the first time that BEES had visited this site since 2001.  A full minibus duly arrived ready for the predicted heavy showers but the forecasters had overlooked the fact that it was a BEES' Tuesday and the further Northwest we travelled the better became the weather and we enjoyed a beautiful summer's day with extensive views South-West over Morecambe Bay to the newly-restored Art Deco Midland Hotel in Morecambe, with Blackpool Tower providing a backdrop, round to the Langdales and the more distant Lakeland fells to the North-West and Ingleborough to the East. The Carbiniferous limestone habitat supports a multitude of plants and a total of 85 flowerings species was recorded by Alice who is doing a sterling recording job in the absence of both Joan and Margaret, both unfortunately hors de combat at the moment.  The habitat supports few birds and although we were serenaded by chiffchaff and willow warbler for most of the day, few others identified themselves.  Butterflies did flit around all day long with a vivid orange fritillary prominent, but they were very flighty and difficult to identify - our guide suggested High Brown, so we'll settle for that.  Sue will no doubt append a few images of our sightings on the day.  A contented minibus party duly returned to Bradford after a full and fulfilling day. Stuart 
WFV Tuesday 30 June 2009 Railway Terrace / Toad Holes Beck 

This week's trip was very local, to the Raw Nook area of Low Moor and to Oakenshaw to visit the Railway Terrace (formerly Raw Nook) Nature Reserve, Bradford's first urban nature reserve, and Toad Holes Beck Nature Reserve which has recently been renovated and which would be officially re-launched a few days after our visit.  Railway Terrace is an area of lowland heath reclaimed from land which had previously spent 150 years or so as railway sheds and sidings and which was officially opened last year after much effort to bring the reserve to fruition by former BEES leader Peter Boyd and local naturalist Martyn Priestley.  Toad Holes Beck nature reserve was formed from local industrial wasteland and includes three ponds which provide a variety of wildlife. 

The BEES reputation for fine weather was lost on the weather gods in the morning as we explored Railway Terrace when the highlight was a kingfisher which flew straight between our party as we investigated the pond.  We made use of the facilities at Woodlands Cricket Club at lunchtime but by then the weather had relented and stayed fine for the rest of the day allowing us to explore Toad Holes Beck at our leisure. 

The bird count was low, although we were serenaded for much of the day by birdsong, especially chiffchaff and blackcap, but there were a few dragonflies and lots of damselflies and butterflies about, mainly ringlets and meadow browns.  Joan Dobson did a very careful plant count at both locations and by the end of the day had increased the site count to 125 for Railway Terrace and 128 for Toad Holes Beck. 

An enjoyable day spent not far from home was enjoyed by 15 members. Stuart 
WFV Tuesday 7th July 2009 Nosterfield Nature Reserve 
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 Bee orchid A select group of eleven members enjoyed at day at Nosterfield Nature Reserve, near Masham, where we were met and shown round the site by Simon Warwick, director of Lower Ure Conservation Trust, and his wife Jill. Simon gave us a detailed background of the reserve and its geological formation which provides diverse habitats for plants and wildlife.  Well over 100 species of flowering plant were recorded including bee and common spotted orchid and the rare but uninspiring mudwort (a first for Joan, and we can't record that very often!)  The absence of bird recorder Donald Lightowler and the fact that many ducks were in eclipse resulted in our bird count being lower than we might have hoped for at 26.  We did however enjoy the avocets and black-tailed godwits whilst the songs of skylark, chiffchaff, linnet and greenfinch struggled to compete with the raucous black-headed gulls and oystercatchers - and we did get a super close-up view of a curlew which flew over a hedge into our path.  Butterflies and damselflies abounded including a super comma butterfly of which hopefully Sue will append a photo. (view the gallery) 
The weather was again kind to us as we discovered when we returned to Bradford to signs of recent heavy rain - we had endured only a couple of light showers. Another very enjoyable BEES Tuesday. Stuart  
WFV Tuesday 14th July 2009 Lathkilldale  
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 Red hemp-nettle. This season's extended day out was to Derbyshire and the limestone delights of Lathkilldale.  Brian's cousin Jo and her friend Peter proved to be very knowledgeable guides and Jo's leaving her car at the finishing point of the walk to allow us to retrieve the minibus enabled us to do a linear walk from Monyash to Over Haddon which added much to our enjoyment of the day.  We had one or two light showers, but apart from that the rain held off until we were safely ensconced in the Lathkill Hotel for aperitifs prior to our evening meal (the local Whim Ale's Hartington Bitter was almost worth the trip in itself!). 

Lathkilldale is a narrow steep-sided glacial melt-water valley and is part of the Derbyshire Dales National Nature Reserve.   An abundance of butterflies and moths flitted about all day long and we recorded 10 species.  The vast variety of flowers to identify and record ensured that the speed of the walk never got above crawling pace at most times with the total plant count eventually being confirmed at 176 which included 130 species in flower.  This week's highlights were Jacob's Ladder, Hoary Mullein, Red Hemp-Nettle and Nettle-Leafed Bellflower. In Sue's absence, Julia was chief photographer and she took some super shots of what Peter hopes will prove Joan's identification of the red hemp-nettle, which Peter advised us would be a first record for Lathkilldale.  Birds were not too numerous but dipper, spotted flycatcher and redstart were welcome sightings. 

Another excellent day's outing was arranged by Joan, Brian and Margaret (who had to miss the trip as she is still unfortunately hors de combat - we all wish her a speedy recovery). Stuart 

  

WFV Tuesday 21st July 2009 Kirkby Lonsdale  
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Pheasant & chicks It was raining when we set off from Bradford heading for Kirkby Lonsdale. En route, a buzzard was spotted flying overhead. Today’s' walk should have been led by Margaret, but unfortunately she is still unwell. Stuart and Joan stepped in and worked out an amended walk, approximately 5 miles long. Rain was a feature for the best part of the day and could have stopped play, but BEES folk are a hardy group, and fortified by refreshments from the van on Devils Bridge we set off clad in waterproofs, brollies aloft and Alan wearing his wellies. 
As we walked alongside the River Lune we saw several goosanders and two noisy oystercatchers flew low overhead. The more observant of the walkers were rewarded with a view of two kingfishers, shortly before we reached the fishermen’s hut, where we stopped to eat lunch. Shame it wasn’t open!
After lunch we headed inland passing through fields with black sheep and stopping briefly at the old church in Whittington. There was a beautiful mosaic picture of a knight at the church entrance. (See gallery).
We continued along a hedgerow lined lane which afforded a little more shelter. We nearly didn’t spot a pheasant with two chicks in a field where horses were grazing. A brief dry spell gave way to rain once more and we elected to return via the road. With waterproofs peeled off, we were wetter than we’d realised. An enjoyable day, but not quite what we’d hoped for. In spite of the weather, Joan managed to record 149 plants! Sue 
 WFV Tuesday 28th July 2009 Forest of Bowland, Chipping. 
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 Blue Sow-Thistle A full minibus headed out to the Forest of Bowland. When Alan turned up not wearing his wellies, it might have been an omen for better weather. Alas not! Shortly after arriving at our destination, the rain started and it continued with varying intensity for much of the day. It was also rather breezy. 

Joan ably led today's walk which started in Chipping, a village adorned with flowers, aspiring to be crowned champion in the Britain in Bloom contest. Our route soon took us off the road and onto field paths. A variety of cattle and sheep eyed us cautiously as we invaded their territory. The views, including those of Longridge Fell and Pendle Hill were wonderful even though we weren't seeing them at their best. The planned walk was amended a little, so we didn't get up onto the moorland, but the 4.5 mile route was very pleasant. We passed little brooks and sighted a dipper flying low over the water. Curlews were heard calling, and then four were seen flying. Two of them came down in a distant field. Several goldfinch and a nuthatch were also spotted. In spite of the rain, we did see a number of green-veined white and meadow brown butterflies. 165 plants were recorded including marsh woundwort, blue sow thistle and bilberry. (Gillian enjoyed those bilberries....) On return to Chipping, we headed to the coffee shop for sustenance and warmth before journeying back to Bradford having enjoyed another lovely, albeit wet, day out.     

Stuart

WFV Tuesday 4th August 2009 Brockadale 
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 Common Blue. This week's trip saw us returning for a summer's visit to Brockadale, a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve situated on Magnesian limestone by the river Went on the Southern boundary of North Yorkshire.  Joyce and Paul Simmons proved to be very knowledgeable and interesting guides and made our day very interesting.  The forecast showers hardly materialised but the day was mainly overcast and breezy which could have limited the butterflies but in fact we were constantly surrounded by them and recorded 12 varieties (although we were unlucky in our search for marbled white) plus a number of moths collected by Paul. Veronica identified a variety of fungi but bird song was quite limited although we did hear an occasional yellowhammer and bullfinch and we did see linnets, goldfinches and a jay but little else. On the other hand flowers there were in abundance.  Unfortunately we were without both Donald and Joan this week due to unforeseen circumstances and so we had to pass on the grasses, ferns and trees and recorded a total of 130 plants in flower.  There were quite a few highlights including wild liquorice, small teasel, kidney vetch, black and white horehound, black and white bryony, rest-harrow, corn mint, fern grass and barberry. 

This was an excellent day out with something for everyone and a happy minibus party returned in good time to Bradford. 

Stuart 
WFV Tuesday 11th August 2009 Rodley Nature Reserve  
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 Small Copper A group of nineteen journeyed by car, minibus or on foot for today's very local trip to Rodley Nature Reserve. The reserve, a wildlife oasis in the midst of urban Leeds is not normally open on Tuesdays, but volunteer wardens June Ackroyd and Graham Barlow opened it up especially for us and were our hosts for the day. 

We didn't stay together as a group, but explored the reserve as we wished. Initially, the weather was very dull and there was a little drizzle, but it soon brightened up and it just got better and better as the day wore on, and we enjoyed beautiful sunshine through the afternoon. Bird activity was a little quiet, but we did see goldfinch, long-tailed tits and a kestrel, and a kingfisher was seen on the river. Other creatures seemed to be delighting in the sunshine. Several dragonflies were seen including brown hawkers and red darters. Many were ovipositing on the dragonfly ponds. At least eight species of butterflies were seen including a small copper in the wildflower meadow. A highlight of the day was at lunchtime. We were sat outside the visitor centre having lunch, enjoying hot drinks and bara brith kindly provided by our hospitable hosts, when some small mammals were seen darting across the nearby paths. One little weasel was seen climbing up the steps towards the butterfly bank where it then disappeared into the vegetation. After lunch, we were shown several common newts that had made a cosy little home beneath a metal dustbin.  The drama of the day occurred down at the dipping pond. A woolly bear caterpillar was in trouble, stranded on a floating leaf. Amanda wielding a net, and aided by Joan's pole, managed to save the creature from certain death. Well done, Amanda! 

120 plants were recorded including white, yellow and fringed water lilies, and there was an abundance of colourful purple loosestrife. Another very enjoyable day out and so close to home! Sue  
WFV Tuesday 25th August 2009 Ilkley Moor 
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Sundew

Due to shooting activity on the Devonshire Estate our planned visit to Hazelwood Moor to appreciate the heather moorland was replaced by a 5-mile walk over Ilkley Moor which had the same intention.  We parked at Cow & Calf rocks and 12 members (10 baht 'at) struck out across the moor.  Our leader, Donald Lightowler, pointed out the profusion of calluna vulgaris and pteridium aquilinum (heather and bracken) which was very evident, especially the former which was in full bloom and a lovely sight throughout our walk.  Being   moorland, the variety of flora and fauna was limited but we did also note erica cinerea (bell heather), erica tetralix (cross-leaved heath), drosera rotundifolia (common sundew) together with a few butterflies (mainly painted lady) dragonflies and birds (mainly meadow pipits and swallows).  The main purpose of this walk was, however, to enjoy the heather moorland and the extensive views which Ilkley Moor offers and Donald not only succeeded in making the walk very enjoyable by pointing out all the interesting features of the moor and the views beyond but also with perfect timing ensured that the walk finished just before the rain came. 

Despite recent rain which had made some parts of the walk very boggy everyone stayed dry apart from our chief photographer and fellow-blogger Sue who somehow managed to get herself ensnared by a bog up to her calf and so completed the walk with one soggy foot! Another excellent day out - thanks Donald! Stuart 

WFV Tuesday 1st September 2009 Wycoller Country Park  
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Bee on Water Mint Today's trip to Wycoller country park started on the outskirts of Colne, and was led by Joan. The weather forecast was not good, and we were prepared for rain. 13 walkers set off towards Wycoller passing ponds and streams and crossing fields, enjoying the extensive views of the lovely Lancashire countryside. It was blustery, but dry throughout the morning. We stopped for lunch in the pretty village of Wycoller. Unfortunately the village tea room was closed, so we sat and ate our packed lunches near the quaint little packhorse and clapper bridges, and the ruins of Wycoller Hall. We then spent a short time looking around the aisled barn, before continuing our walk. Unfortunately, the promised rain made its appearance. A light shower fell as we perused the willow creations in Wycoller, including an impressive sculpture of a horse and rider. We continued our walk along the road, with showers becoming more heavy and prolonged and accompanied by an occasional clap of thunder. Turning off the road, we continued our route across fields and through the hamlet of Winewall. A bull was grazing in one of the fields. He watched us closely, but fortunately he didn't react badly to us, and we all breathed a sigh of relief as we safely negotiated his territory. 

Approximately 125 plants were recorded including bogbean in flower, and sizeable areas of mimulus and water mint in flower. Stone walls were covered in lichens of numerous colours, including a foliaceous lichen.   

There were few birding highlights but we did see 4 snipe fly up from a pond as we passed by and disturbed them and we also watched a large flock of goldfinches feeding on thistle-down.  

We arrived back at the minibus having enjoyed another wet, but enjoyable walk.  Sue 

WFV Tuesday 15 September 2009 Roundhay Park, Leeds 
Blushing bracket fungus
[image: image22.jpg]


 Today's trip took us to the far flung destination of Roundhay Park, Leeds. Several participants came in their own cars and met up with the minibus for this outing organised by Margaret and Joan. It was lovely to see Margaret on her first BEES day out for several months. Having been pointed in the direction of the visitor centre where we could get maps of the park, and purchase information about various trails, we were left to explore the park as we wished. A group of us chose to follow the ecology trail. The route commenced by skirting the smaller upper lake, and continued on woodland paths passing through the ravine and the castle ruins. Our initial frequent reference to the ecology trail leaflet tailed off and the walk became more of a fungal foray. We found numerous delightful specimens including deer cap, king alfreds cakes, fairies bonnets, dryads saddle, birch polypore, turkey tail, oyster mushrooms and hairy bracket, but the most striking fungi were the blushing brackets. Several branches were strewn on the woodland floor, and the brackets were laid
 on top of these branches like plates on a table. (See the gallery.) The beefsteak fungus was also quite impressive. The path continued around the large Waterloo lake, where we saw coots, canada geese, tufted duck, great crested grebe and black headed gulls. There was no formal recording of plants or birds. Four species of butterfly were sighted. We stopped for lunch near the waterside cafe. Early cloud was increasingly giving way to sunshine, but there was a definite autumnal feel to the day, and we felt its chill, so we called in to the cafe for a hot drink.  After lunch the group became more dispersed, but most of us ventured down to the Monet, Alhambra and canal gardens. Unfortunately the fountains in the Alhambra garden were out of action due to maintenance. Although late in the season, the gardens were still very colourful and there was much to enjoy. Although this park is very familiar, it was still a joy to visit it, and after the minibus departed I took another stroll around both lakes and was rewarded with cracking views of a nuthatch. Even local, familiar places can yield fresh treasures. Sue

WFV Tuesday 29th September 2009 Adel Dam & Golden Acre Park 
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Veronica entrances her audience. In the absence of Joan, nursing a sick husband (and we all wish Barrie a speedy recovery), Annie assumed full responsibility for today's trip back to Leeds and she was able to use her local knowledge of the site for our benefit.  17 members and one guest from Portugal, Rachel, who is doing a 10 month voluntary placement with BEES, enjoyed a varied day out in cloudy but dry weather with autumn tints adding to our enjoyment of this quite extensive area. 

There was some early discussion regarding whether we were looking at a swamp cypress (taxodium distichum) or a dawn redwood (metasequoia glyptostoboides). The discussion was instigated by Amanda who likes the sound of the Latin name for the redwood but wasn't really necessary as we found a label on the tree confirming that it was indeed a swamp cypress - Donald 1 Amanda 0! 

Veronica then led part of the group on a fungi foray and indentified 25 species for us which included dead man's fingers, artist's fungus, horse's hoof fungus, beefsteak fungus and blushing bracket.  Alice did a flower list which contained the surprising number of 46 plants in flower.  We didn't see a great variety of birds, but we did record great spotted woodpecker, heron, nuthatch, jay, long-tailed tit and red kite along with the resident water birds on the lake and ponds. Back in the environs of the cafe we were delighted to see red admiral, comma and painted lady (?) butterflies.  Some members made the additional trip to nearby Breary Marsh but did not record anything out of the ordinary. 

Another very pleasant BEES outing which once again visited a local site and thus maintained our very small carbon footprint! Stuart
WFV Tuesday 13 October 2009 Waters Edge Country Park, Barton-on Humber  
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Robin 14 of us participated in today's trip, led by Joan, to the Waters Edge Country Park, situated to the north of Barton-on-Humber on the edge of the Humber estuary. On arrival we headed for the futuristic looking, eco-friendly visitor centre where the toilets are flushed using rainwater. We picked up leaflets with maps of various walks around this extensive country park with various wetland habitats. Most of us set out to follow the wetland and woodland trails. The path started on the banks of the Humber with spectacular views of the Humber Bridge. The sun was shining and there was barely a breeze. We saw occasional redshanks, then a few more. As we ventured further we saw more and more waders - blacktailed godwit, dunlin, turnstones and ringed plovers. A solitary heron stood on the waters edge. We were fortunate to have John and Carol with us. Without them we would have struggled to identify the numerous waders. We stopped for lunch on the banks of the Humber beside a rusted shell of a boat lodged in the mudflats. To the right of us were numerous lapwing. Following lunch we continued on our way, but the map was proving useless. It was so basic with no landmarks that we couldn't navigate the trail. Even though we couldn't find the route, we still had an enjoyable walk. The paths took us alongside little lakes and ponds. We saw an occasional butterfly and dragonfly. Over 50 bird species were recorded including ruddy duck, shoveler, bullfinch, siskin, willow tit and coal tit. A greater spotted woodpecker was seen on a peanut feeder, and a whooper swan was seen in flight. We recorded 44 plants in flower, including creeping thistle, purple toadflax and bristly ox-tongue, that seems quite amazing for the middle of October! Before heading back for home, most of us got a hot drink in the cafe. Whilst sat outside looking over the pond , we saw a kestrel fly low overhead. This was a gorgeous day out in a beautiful place, much of it still unexplored.  Maybe we need to come back sometime .. Sue

WFV Tuesday 27th October 2009 Hardcastle Crags  
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Spot Fungus? Pennine mist greeted the 15 members of our group today when we arrived at Hardcastle Crags to enjoy a mild autumnal fungi foray in millstone grit country.  The mist evaporated as the day progressed and we had fine cloudy weather for our visit.  The identification of the variety of fungi and ferns distracted us to the extent that it took two hours to meander the 1.5 miles to Gibson Mill, the National Trust's flagship sustainable property, where we enjoyed our lunch and a look round the mill.  An almost equally slow return to the minibus completed our day during which we recorded 35 species of fungi, 11 ferns and not a great number of birds.  Number 1 in the fungi hit parade was Grisette (Amarita vaginata) which was followed in second place for most of the day by Jelly Babies (Leotica lubrica) but this species was relegated to number 3 late in the day by White Saddle (Helvella crispa) - a first sighting for Joan, in itself a remarkable occurrence!  The diversity of habitat - oak/beech/pine - was matched by the diversity in the knowledge of the members of our group as the experts discussed the finer points of identification whilst the novices tried to get to grips with the difference between the various species of fern. It wasn't a good day for the birders, but we did manage to record nuthatch, goldcrest, dipper and redwing in our total during another enjoyable day which was very ably led by Joan, Veronica and Eric.  Stuart

WFV 10th November 2009 Potteric Carr, YWT reserve
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Bittern Stuart and Joan led today's trip to Potteric Carr nature reserve, attended by 17 participants. On arrival, maps of the site were obtained from the visitor centre and distributed amongst the group. Two general camps were then formed - the Birdwatchers and the Fungal Foragers. What a choice! I fell in with the Birdwatchers, eager to see a bittern. The birdwatchers headed to the hides overlooking Decoy Marsh, where we saw teal and shovelers, and we were then afforded good views of two snipe foraging on the edge of an island. We continued on, passing a reedbed, where we heard the distinctive call of a Cetti's warbler. Three of us waited patiently for a sighting of this elusive little bird, but to no avail, and we headed on towards the visitor centre. Our leader had told us it was impossible to get lost here, but we managed the impossible quite easily, and took several wrong turnings. Anyway, it was worth it as we sighted a redwing and we saw some unusual fungi along the way. Arrival at the visitor centre heralded lunch - some had hot food in the cafe, with Shepherds pie being a firm favourite. Others had packed lunches in the hide, where we observed several birds on and around the feeders including reed bunting and jay. After lunch we proceeded to the Piper Marsh hide. We didn't have to wait very long, before a bittern emerged from the reeds on the edge of the island, stalking through the reeds but sometimes coming right out into the open, enabling us to get really good views. This was the highlight of our birding day, which saw us record 43 species. 

The Fungal Foragers had intended to explore a certain part of the reserve which was thought to be particularly good for fungi, but they never arrived there as there was so much to see alongside all the paths. Right outside the visitor centre, a destroying angel was seen. Then there were the alien-like earth stars and the golden spindles, and so it continued.... Particular highlights were the panther cap, amanita pantherina and the caterpillar fungus, cordyceps militaris, which parasitises insects.32 flowering plants and ferns were recorded.  

It was a cold and dull day, but it had stayed dry and both the Bird Watchers and the Fungal Foragers returned home with smiles on their faces, even though we had only explored a fraction of this wonderful nature reserve.  Sue 
WFV 24th November 2009 Bees Slide Show
We gathered at the YMCA for two superb slide shows. Stuart showed us the slides of the antipodean journey he and Gillian had completed in Feb 2009 visiting Hong Kong, Australia- Sydney and Melbourne then New Zealand both North and South Island and a final call at Singapore on the return journey. For some it was a reminder of destinations visited, for others it was an opportunity to enjoy their holiday. 

Annie showed us slides of the spectacular and colourful people and scenery of Vietnam. There is more to come we have been told, watch this space! Margaret 
WFV 8th December 2009 Bees Xmas Event
Our Xmas event started at 10 am at the YMCA. Sue showed us some of the superb photos of wild life and scenery she had taken since becoming involved with Bees, a real credit to her and the group. There were insects, butterflies and dragonflies, reptiles lizards and newts, flora, birds to enjoy as well as reminders of the superb scenery and good weather we had experienced on our outings. 

Sue's "piece de resistance" which we all admired was her slide show to musical accompaniment - a truly professional presentation. 
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